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Language and Cultural Literacy 10/11/12

Course Outline 2018-19
Teacher: Christy Coulthard  

Email:  ccoulthard@wvschools.ca
                          Room: C207
Objective:

The focus of this course is to further develop the knowledge and skills necessary for success in a Canadian academic environment. Students will gain cultural knowledge, improve reading strategies and learn academic writing skills.
The main components of this course are as follows:

Cultural and Genre Studies:

Cultural and Genre Studies focuses on developing reading skills for understanding academic writing.  Students will become familiar with Canadian culture and society through examining topics of multiculturalism, cross-cultural awareness, the immigrant experience, indigenous people, influential Canadians and Canada’s role internationally using a variety of genres in fiction and non-fiction (literature, myths, film, music and multi-media).   

Academic Writing:

Academic writing will focus on developing specialized vocabulary, sentence structure, paragraph structure and essay structure.  Students will learn to express their ideas through various paragraph and essay forms such as:  persuasive, comparative, narrative and expository. Students will learn to research using a variety of sources, and they will also learn effective note-taking and paraphrasing strategies.

Units of Study:

	
	Dates

Themes
	Concept

Unit Questions
	Skills:  Reading, Writing, Speaking/Listening

	1
	September/October

Introduction to Canada 

(Non-fiction/fiction/

myths/legends)

	Getting to know you and getting to know Canada

What can you learn about Canada and what can we learn about you?


	-Reading Strategies:  ask questions; summarize

-Writing: daily journals; thick and thin questions; summary and narrative paragraphs; punctuation, capitalization, grammar and academic language development

-Speaking/Listening:  interviews, group presentations and discussions, class presentations; multi-media listening activities

	2
	November/December

Canada:  One Country, Many Cultures

Teach us about your country, culture and indigenous peoples
(Short stories/non-fiction/myths/legends)
	Adjusting to a new culture

What are your challenges to adjusting to life in Canada?

Canada is a country of cultural diversity

How have indigenous people shaped our countries?
	-Reading Strategies:  visualize; access background knowledge

-Writing: sentence structure; expository paragraphs; punctuation, grammar and academic language development

-Speaking/Listening:  interviews, group presentations and discussions, class presentations; multi-media listening activities

	3
	January/February

Immigration to Canada
Reflect on your experience moving to Canada

(Novel Study/Multi-Media)

	Immigration is part of the fabric of Canadian culture

What are the challenges for newcomers to Canada?
	-Reading Strategies:  reflect and respond; predict

-Writing: daily journals; structured novel reading responses; narrative essay; punctuation, grammar and academic language development

-Speaking/Listening: interviews, group presentations and discussions, class presentations; multi-media listening activities; literature circles

	4
	March/April

Global Citizenship

Examine Canada’s relationship with your country

(Non-fiction/Multi-Media)

	There are many issues facing our global community

What is Canada’s role in the global community?
	-Reading Strategies:  use context clues; self-monitor; make inferences

-Writing: daily journals; note-taking and paraphrasing; opinion and persuasive writing; punctuation, grammar and academic language development

-Speaking/Listening: interviews, group presentations and discussions, class presentations; multi-media listening activities; debates

	6
	April

Prominent Canadians 

Learn about prominent Canadians and teach us about influential people in your country

(Short stories/non-fiction)
	 Canadians have been prominent on the world stage.

How have prominent Canadians had a global influence?


	-Reading Strategies:  skim and scan; determine importance

-Writing: daily journals; note-taking and paraphrasing; expository essay; punctuation, grammar and academic language development

-Speaking/Listening: interviews, group presentations and discussions, class presentations; multi-media listening activities

	7
	May/June

Family Structure
Compare family dynamics in your country

(Novel Study/non-fiction)
	Family relationships are complex and family structure is diverse

How are children’s lives different now from their parents’ lives as children? How is family structure different in your country?
	-Reading Strategies:  connect

-Writing: daily journals;  compare/contrast essay; punctuation, grammar and academic language development

-Speaking/Listening: interviews, group presentations and discussions, class presentations; multi-media listening activities


Evaluation:

Possible forms of assessment this year may include:

	Formative 

(monitor student progress)
	Summative 

(evaluate achievement of learning outcomes)

	Homework
	Unit Tests

	Warm up questions
	Writing Portfolios

	Checkpoints (oral, written, quizzes)
	Projects and Presentations

	Self, peer, and teacher reflection and evaluation providing ongoing Feedback 
	


Formative Assessment: Students will have quizzes and complete rough drafts of assignments to demonstrate what they understand and what they still need help with. Students will also have class work and homework that they will correct with classmates and the teacher. Students will be encouraged to discuss their thinking about the various problems and topics covered in class.
· Formative Assessment is used to check students’ progress.  The information gained guides the next steps in instruction and helps consider the additional learning opportunities needed to ensure success

Summative Assessment: At the end of each unit the students will write tests. Students will also partake in individual and group projects and do self-assessments of their learning.  Students will be required to demonstrate their knowledge, their understanding, applications of skills and concepts in a manner that is clear and organized in all the above mentioned forms of summative assessment.

• Summative assessments provide information about the attainment of knowledge

Assessment for students will be based on Ministry of Education ESL Standards (Secondary), adapted BC Performance Standards and MYP Language and Literature rubrics. There is no final exam in this course.
Policies and Procedures:

Follow the Rockridge Secondary School Code of Conduct as defined in the school agenda.  Respectful behaviour is expected at all times regarding fellow students, staff, materials and leaning environment. 
Attendance:

Attendance and punctuality are mandatory. There will be no opportunity to make up work for unexcused lateness or absences. In the case of an excused absence or lateness, it is the responsibility of the student to make up the missed work promptly. The same due dates of assignments and tests apply to all students, even those with absences
Late Assignments:

If a student fails to hand in an assignment on the due date he/she may be required to hand in an alternate assignment.
Test Dates:

Students will be expected to write major unit tests and in-class writing assignments on the set date.  Since these dates are established well ahead of time, it is the student’s responsibility to inform the teacher of his/her absence prior to the date or bring a parent and/or doctor’s note for illness.   Excused missed tests will be written on an established date set by the teacher
Extra Help:  You may come see me in C207 or email me to set up an appointment ccoulthard@wvschools.ca
Homework: Small assignments will be listed on the whiteboard in the classroom.  Tests, presentations, large assignments and projects will be posted on google classroom.
Cell Phones/Laptops:  Cell phones should be in your backpack or locker.  Please bring your laptop to class every day. 
Work Habits:
Please view the school website for the criteria which will be used to assess students’ work habits in this course. If work is late more than 2 times per term you will receive an S (Satisfactory) or N (Needs Improvement) on your report card.
Website/Google Classroom:  Website:  christycoulthard.weebly.com.  All resources and assignments will be posted on google classroom.  Please ask Mrs.Coulthard for the classroom code. 

Resources:

· First Steps in Academic Writing  and  Introduction to Academic Writing
· Transformations
· Coming to Canada
· New Canadian Voices
· Open Window
· Necessary Roughness
· Seedfolks
· The Breadwinner and/or Parvana’s Journey
· An Anthology of Canadian Native Literature
· Various Multi-Media (film, websites, youtube, podcasts, blogs, apps,ted talks)
· Various Print Materials (newspapers, magazines, short stories)
Materials:
· Notebook (for journals and notes)
· Binder and lined paper 
· Pencil, pen, highlighter
· Laptop
Academic Integrity:
Keep this outline at the front of your binder.  Cut off the section below and hand in to _________ by:  _____________
( 












         
Plagiarism is a serious offence and will result in no credit on the given assignment/project.  You will NOT be permitted to resubmit the assignment a second time.  If it is suspected that plagiarism has taken place for an assignment or project, it will be investigated and an administrator will be notified.   May be recorded on school and/ or academic file.
I understand what plagiarism is and the consequences, and promise not to plagiarize.  I promise to complete all assignment to the best of MY abilities (I will not get a tutor/friend/family member to assist in the completion of projects*):

Student initial here: __________________


Parent/Guardian initial here: __________________

*Tutors/Friends/Family Member may assist with studying, review and textbook/workbook homework but you must complete summative assignment on your own (I need to evaluate YOUR abilities, not someone else’s!)

Your academic integrity is vital to your overall success.  Cutting corners will not do you any favors.  Even if you are not officially “caught” cheating, it is often clear to a teacher who is not doing the work themselves.  

If your project assessments are too different than those on your test/quiz assessments, you may not be credited for the project at all.  Always do your work to the best of YOUR abilities. 

Please read the above outline entirely and sign below.  Note my e-mail address located on the front (top right) of this outline.  Please e-mail me with any questions, concerns or to inform me of an absence ahead of time.

I, _____________________________________________ (student’s full name) have read and understand the above course expectations. 

Signature of student: __________________________________________________ Date: _____________________

Student e-mail address: ____________________________________________________________________


